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University of Greenwich SU  

Keira Johnson - Candidate for the position of Mature Students' Officer 

Source: https://www.greenwichsu.co.uk/elections/manifesto/1121/  

KEIRA JOHNSON 

Vote for me to be your next Mature Students Officer and I will make sure that YOUR views 

are heard! If you are you a mature student or if you will be a mature student by the time 

you finish studying (21 years old+) make your vote count in this election! 

My name is Keira, I am a mature student, currently studying Law at the University of 

Greenwich. I am running for the position of Mature Students Officer because I am 

passionate about improving the quality of student life for all of the mature student’s 

studying at our wonderful university. I believe that the university needs to do much more to 

attract applications from mature students in the future and also to engage and support their 

mature students who are currently enrolled on a programme. 

As a mature student, I have an understanding of the unique challenges that ‘older’ students 

face once they have made the courageous decision to start, return or continue with 

university study, however, I am confident that those challenges can be overcome if the 

University has suitable (age appropriate) support networks in place. If I am elected, I intend 

to dedicate myself to making substantial improvements to the resources and opportunities 

that the university currently provides to their mature student population 

I intend to provide a range of social events, activities, forums and groups exclusively for 

mature students. These social events and activities will provide all of the mature students at 

Greenwich with an opportunity to socialise regularly, build support networks and to make 

lifelong friendships with other students of a similar age. Mature students generally find 

adjusting to student / university life a bit more challenging than younger students and if the 

right support networks aren’t in place it can lead a mature student to feeling de-motivated 

and distracted and it can also have a negative impact on the quality of their coursework. 

I intend to provide regular drop in sessions for mature students and to create an advice and 

support forum. The drop in sessions and the forum will point mature students in the 

direction of a wide range of (age appropriate) advice and support services on topics such as 

managing the transition from parent or worker to full or part time student, financial / debt 

advice, developing effective study skills and ‘change of career’ focused employability 

support. 

I intend to ensure that there is extra support available for mature students who are 

responsible for young children. Many mature students have young children who are still at 

school or that will require childcare whilst they are studying and those mature students may 

have difficulty finding adequate time to study around their current family commitments. I 

https://www.greenwichsu.co.uk/elections/manifesto/1121/


will encourage the university to continue to support mature students with young children by 

providing childcare facilities / funding, (officially) allowing reasonable time-table flexibility 

and support with developing time-management skills 

Other areas I intend to focus on as the Mature Student Officer include: 

1. Introducing open days, induction (welcome) days, a society and a handbook exclusively 

for mature students. 

2. Providing extra support for mature students (24 – 34) that have spent time in car 

3. Improving the mature student web page on the university’s website. 

Vote for me (Keira Johnson #1) to be your next Mature Students Officer 2015 /16. 

 

University of Warwick SU  

Selina Noakes - Candidate for the position of Part-Time and Mature Students' Officer 

Source: https://www.warwicksu.com/student-voice/elections/manifesto/8162/  

 

VOTE NOAKES FOR PART TIME AND MATURE STUDENTS’ OFFICER 

My Name is Selina Noakes and I’m standing for Part Time and Mature Students’ Officer. 

 

About Me 

I am currently a 3rd Year 2+2 BA Hons Social Studies Student. I completed my first two years 

of study at City College Coventry, during which I was elected SSLC Student Rep 

In addition I participated in the QAA Higher Education Review as a Student Representative 

and sat on the Higher Education Committee. My role included providing support, advocacy 

and advice for all HE students at the college, working with the faculty and fellow students to 

ensure both a successful review and the implementation a program of continuing 

development and engagement of the HE Student body. 

Prior to re-entering study, I worked in Financial Service Industry for over 10 years in various 

Marketing, Project and Management roles, which has given me skills required to negotiate, 

engage with and drive policy changes whilst working with multiple stakeholders. 

As a mature student I can fully appreciate the diverse and complex needs of the part time 

and mature student body, and additional concerns commonly faced such as balancing study 

and family life, the need to work, child care/career demands and more complex financial 

needs. If elected I would seek to represent Part Time and Mature Students by becoming the 

recognised voice of our cohort, by actively seeking your opinion and concerns on the issues 

that effect your studies and academic life. 

 

https://www.warwicksu.com/student-voice/elections/manifesto/8162/


My Pledges 

If elected as your representative I promise that I will endeavour to ensure the following 

pledges are delivered during my time of office: 

 

Greater Diversification and Participation 

I will actively seek greater inclusion and participation of Part Time and Mature students in all 

aspects of academic and social student life, by working to ensure that activities such as 

social events are inclusive of Part Time and Mature Students and their Interests. 

Additionally I would champion the formation of a Part Time and Mature Students Society, to 

provide further voice and support, as well as a social network and community for Part Time 

and mature Students. 

 

Clearer and More Open Communication 

I will work with all academic departments and support functions, such as Finance, Careers 

and the SU to deliver clearer communication tailored to mature and part time students. 

Additionally I will also hold regular open meetings to find out what issues that you have, in 

order to provide greater representation of your concerns. In addition I will champion your 

ideas for developing the  Part Time and Mature Student  

 

Prosperity and Success For All Students 

I will campaign for the welfare and wellbeing of all students, to maximise academic 

potential and success, with particular focus on the support of Part Time and Mature 

Students. 

In addition, I will represent the wealth of talent, experience and knowledge that the part 

time and mature student body represents, by championing greater knowledge sharing and 

mentoring between students. 

 

These are just a few of the issues that I stand for, should you have any questions or wish to 

discuss anything further please visit my facebook page: www.facebook.com/votenoakes or 

message me at votenoakes@gmail.com. 
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